
The Lord’s Supper in a home or hospital

This abbreviated order for holy communion is meant to be used when a pastor visits Christians who are ill and unable to attend public worship. When the Lord’s Supper is delivered to someone who is ill, other Christians who are with the patient may also partake. 

The dishes used for communion are set on a table covered with a white cloth. A cross or crucifix may also be put on the table, and a candle may be lit.

I
Gathering

1.
Hymn

2.
Invocation and greeting

The invocation and greeting may be said or sung.

Invocation

P
In the name of the Father, and of the B Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C
Amen.

Greeting

P
The Lord be with you.

C
and with your spirit.

3.
Introductory words

The pastor speaks in his/her own words or these words:

P
Our Lord Jesus Christ has said, “Where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.” (Matthew 18:20) Today we trust in this promise. Christ has mercy upon us when we confess our sins; he is faithful and just. He forgives us our sins and cleanses us from all unrighteousness. Trusting in his mercy and grace we now confess our sins together. 

4.
Confession and forgiveness

If there is more than communicant, the confession resembles confession in public worship. When a communicant makes confession privately to the pastor, the pastor must follow guidelines pointed out in the order for private confession, including strict confidentiality.

Confession 

The communicant may make a confession in his/her own words. Alternatively, the pastor may read one of the following confessions either together with the communicant or on his/her behalf.

1.
God, our heavenly Father.

I have sinned against you

in thoughts and words,

by what I have done and by what I have left undone.

Especially I confess that I have – –.

It weighs on my conscience. 

You also see those sins of which I am unaware.

I regret all this and pray:

have mercy on me and forgive my sins 

for the sake of your beloved Son Jesus Christ.

2.
Be mindful of your mercy, O Lord, and of your steadfast love,

for they have been from old.

Do not remember the sins of my youth or my transgressions;

according to your steadfast love remember me,

for your goodness’ sake, O Lord!

3.
Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord.

Lord, hear my voice,

let your ears be attentive to my prayer.

If you, O Lord, keep sins in mind,

Lord, who can stand?

But grace is yours; you forgive,

so that we would live fearing you.

Therefore, God,

be merciful to me in your goodness.

Wash me clean from my transgression

and forgive my fall into sin.

I have trespassed against you

and acted against your will.

Turn your gaze away from my sins

and wipe away all my evil deeds.

God, create a clean heart into me

and renew me; give me a resolute spirit.

Do not banish me from your presence, 

and do not take your Holy Spirit away from me.

4.
Merciful God.

I confess before you

that sin has bound me

and I am unable to release myself.

I have broken against your holy will

and rejected the blessing of your commandments.

You see everything that is wrong,

even that which I cannot see myself.

Have mercy on me for the sake of your Son Jesus Christ.

5.
O you most merciful

crucified Lord Jesus Christ.

Have mercy on me, a wretched sinner,

and look upon me with the eyes of your goodness

as you looked at Peter when he had denied you,

as you looked at the sinful woman in a Pharisee’s home,

and as you looked at the robber on the cross.

Grant me your holy grace

so that I, like Peter, would weep over my sins,

so that I, like the sinful woman, would love you from my heart,

and that together with the robber I could look at your holy face

in heaven forever.

6.
Dear heavenly Father.

You see me and my whole life.

I am weak and exhausted.

My life has been deficient.

I have made many wrong choices,

I have often forgotten my dearest ones

and caused pain to myself and others.

I come before you just as I am.

For the sake of Jesus’ love I trust

that you will receive me.

God, remember me in your goodness and mercy

and forgive my sins.

Declaration of forgiveness (Absolution)

1.
Our Lord Jesus Christ has said to his disciples: 

“Whose sins you forgive, 

to that one they are forgiven.” 

As a servant of Jesus Christ I declare 

that your sins are forgiven 

in the name of the Father, and of the (B) Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

2.
Jesus says, 

“Take courage, my friend,

your sins are forgiven.”

[As his servant I declare to you forgiveness of sins

in the name of the Father, and of the (B) Son, and of the Holy Spirit.] 

3.
“The Lord is near to the brokenhearted,

and saves the crushed in spirit.”

As a servant of Jesus Christ I assure you

that God, in his mercy, forgives all your sins.

4.
May the almighty God forgive us our sins

and lead us to eternal life.

C
Amen.

5.
Prayer

The call to prayer may be followed by a moment of silent prayer.

P
Let us pray.

1.
Almighty God, dear heavenly Father. You know our weakness. You alone can save us. Strengthen NN with your life-giving Spirit so that he/she might trust you day by day, also in the midst of distress. Thank you that we can remain securely in your hands. Hear us [as we pray] in the name of your Son Jesus Christ.

2.
Our Savior Jesus Christ, thank you for the forgiveness you grant [to sinners]. Give NN strength every day to rely on your grace and goodness. Help him/her to keep to your way, trusting in your word and your promises. Support him/her when life is difficult and full of suffering. Light up his/her life with your Holy Spirit. Join him/her ever more tightly to yourself. This we pray for the sake of your grace and steadfast love.

3.
Our Lord Jesus Christ, you Son of God, thank you for walking beside me and supporting me in my weakness. Be my safeguard and protect me. 

C
Amen.

II
God’s Word

6.
Scripture reading

One or several of the following passages is read. Other Bible verses suited to the occasion or the time of the church year may also be read.



Psalm 73:23 – 26
I am continually with you;

you hold my right hand.

You guide me with your counsel,

and afterward you will receive me with honor.

Whom have I in heaven but you?

And there is nothing on earth that I desire other than you.

My flesh and my heart may fail,

but God is the strength of my heart and my position forever.



Isaiah 43:1 – 3a
But now thus says the Lord, he who created you, O Jacob,

he who formed you, O Israel:

Do not fear, for I have redeemed you;

I have called you by name, you are mine.

When you pass through the water, I will be with you;

and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you;

when you walk through fire you shall not be burned,

and the flame shall not consume you

For I am the Lord your God,

the Holy One of Israel, your Savior



Hebrews 4:14 – 16
Since, then, we have a great high priest who has passsed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast to our confession. For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who in every respect has been tested as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore approach the throne of grace with boldness, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.



Matthew 11: 28 – 30 (Jesus says, “Come to me, all...”)
Jesus says, “Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.

7.
Some words to the communicant(s)

8.
Creed

The creed is said in unison by Christians who are present.

C
I believe in God,

the Father almighty,

Creator of heaven and earth,

I believe in Jesus Christ,

his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting.

9.
Prayer of intercession

The prayer may also be formulated freely.

P
Let us pray.

1.
Living, almighty God, we bring our whole life before you. 


We remember before you your church and its servants. We thank you for the word of life, which you bring to our midst time after time again.


We remember before you our family and those near to us. We pray for all of our relatives, friends and dear ones. 


We remember before you all who are ill and suffering and helpless. We ask that you give strength to those who work taking care of the weak and ill. 


We thank you for the hope of eternal life, which you have given to us in your Son Jesus Christ. Trusting in him, we leave ourselves and one another and our whole life in your keeping. 

2.
Let us pray to the Lord, 


that he would send everywhere


the joyful news of hope and peace. 


[Lord, have mercy upon us.]


Let us pray to the Lord, 


asking him to hear the groans of those who suffer.


[Christ, have mercy upon us.]


Let us pray to the Lord, 


that he would send his help


wherever depression overshadows hope.


[Lord, have mercy upon us.]

C
Amen.

III
The Lord’s Supper

10.
Offertory hymn

The bread and wine are put in place during the hymn. Instead of a hymn there may be a moment of silence. 

11.
Eucharistic prayer

Rukous ja asetussanat

The prayer may be started with the exhortation: “Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.”

P
O holy God, you love all people,

and so you sent Jesus to us.

He healed many who were ill and looked for those who were lost 

and cared for all who came to him.

He loved us to the end and gave up his life for us.

Our Lord Jesus Christ,

on the night when he was betrayed,

took bread, gave a blessing (B), broke the bread

and gave it to his disciples, saying,

”Take, eat; this is my body

which is given for you.

Do this in remembrance of me.”

In the same way he took the cup, gave thanks (B) and said,

”Drink from it, all of you.

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

which is poured out for you

for the forgiveness of sins.

Do this, as often as you drink from it,

in remembrance of me.”

Dear heavenly Father, 

we rejoice for what your Son has done

to save us.

We thank you for the privilege

of meeting Jesus Christ at this meal.

Bless us with your Holy Spirit.

Let all of us finally praise you

in your heavenly kingdom.

Through him, with him and in him

in the unity of the Holy Spirit

all honor and glory belong to you, Almighty Father,

always and forever.

C
Amen.

12.
Lord’s prayer

The Lord’s prayer is said in unison.

C
Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours

now and for ever.

Amen.

13.
Greeting of peace

The greeting is said.

P
The peace of the Lord be with you. 

C
and with your spirit.

14.
Agnus Dei (Lamb of God) 

The pastor may break the bread during the Agnus Dei. 

C
Lamb of God, you bear the sin of the world; 

have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you bear the sin of the world; 

have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you bear the sin of the world; 

give us peace.

15.
Communion 

Distribution

When giving bread, the pastor says:

The body of Christ, given for you.

When giving wine, the pastor says:

The blood of Christ, poured out for you.

Words to conclude the meal

P
We have received the Lord Jesus Christ.


May he protect and keep us until eternal life.

C
Amen.

OR

P
May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 


preserve our spirit, soul and body until eternal life.

C
Amen.

16.
Prayer of thanksgiving

P
Let us pray.

1.
[Bless the Lord, O my soul,

and all that is within me,

bless his holy name.

Bless the Lord, O my soul,

and do not forget all his benefits.

He forgives all my iniquity

and heals all my diseases.

He redeems me from the grip of death

and crowns me with love and compassion].

Our God and Father,

we thank you for nourishing us 

at the holy supper. 

Strengthen faith, hope and patience in us. 

Thank you for allowing us, weak as we are, to stay close to you.

Help us to persevere as your own in life and death. 

Hear us [as we pray] in the name of your Son Jesus Christ. 

2.
Heavenly Father, we thank you for what you give us at communion

to strengthen our faith in you.

Join us to one another in love

and preserve the hope of eternal life in us.

Hear our prayer for the sake of your Son Jesus Christ.

C
Amen.

IV
Conclusion

17.
Benediction

The benediction may be said or sung.

P
The Lord bless you and keep you;

the Lord make his face shine upon you, and be gracious to you:

The Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace.

In the name of the Father, and of the B Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C
Amen.


OR

P
May the almighty and gracious God, the Father (B), Son and Holy Spirit, give you his blessing.

C
Amen.

18.
Hymn

