
Emergency baptism

If it is feared that an unbaptized child is dying and a pastor is not immediately available to administer baptism, some other member of the Lutheran church or some other Christian must baptize the child with water in the name of the triune God. After the baptism immediate notice must be made to the parish office. Later, if the child survives, emergency baptism is ceremonially verified as outlined in 1.C in this manual. (Church Order, chapter 2, clause 14) This order is also followed if it necessary to baptize an unbaptized adult and there is no time to wait for a pastor.

If possible, witnesses should attend an emergency baptism.

A hymn may be sung at the occasion.

1.
Baptism

The one who baptizes pours water three times on the head of the one being baptized and says:

[NN (given names only, if any),] I baptize you in the name

of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

2.
Lord’s prayer

All Christians who are able to join the prayer say in unison:

C
Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours

now and for ever.

Amen.

3.
Benediction

The one who administered the baptism says:

The Lord bless us and keep us;

the Lord make his face shine upon us,

and be gracious to us.

The Lord lift up his countenance upon us,

and give us peace.

In the name of the Father, and of the (B) Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C
Amen.
Verification of emergency baptism

When a person who has been baptized in an emergency by a lay Christian survives, the baptism is ceremonially verified (without water) following the order given below.

This order assumes that a small child has been baptized. In matters of detail, instructions given for the baptism of a small child should be followed when applicable. If an adolescent or adult has been baptized in an emergency, some parts of this order are not directly applicable, and material from order 1.D in this manual should be incorporated into the ceremony.

If a name has not been given to a newborn child in emergency baptism, it must be given by this time. A name given at an emergency baptism can also be changed before the baptism is verified and civil authorities are notified of the name.

I
Gathering

1.
Opening hymn

2.
Invocation and greeting

The invocation and greeting may be sung or said.

Invocation

P
In the name of the Father, and of the B Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C
Amen.

Greeting

P
The Lord be with you

C
and with your spirit.

3.
Introductory words

The pastor speaks in his/her own words or uses one of the alternatives given here:

P
Dear Christians. Life is a great gift of God. God has taken this child into his family in holy baptism to give him/her the gift of eternal life. We are now bringing the child before God with thanksgiving and prayer, asking for God’s blessing.


OR

P
Dear Christians, Jesus called children to come to him, and he blessed them. Jesus has taken this child into his arms in holy baptism, giving this child the gift of salvation. Trusting in our Savior, then, we pray for you, (the parents’ names) and your child. Jesus says, “I am with you always, to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:20)
4.
Psalm 

Several alternatives are given below, but some other Psalm may be used instead, particularly a Psalm that follows the time of the church year.

The Psalm may be sung or said, concluded by “Glory be to the Father…” (except during the last two weeks of Lent). One of the antiphons given here may precede and follow the Psalm.

Antiphon

Come and see what God has done:

he is awesome in his deeds!




Psalm 66:5



OR

This is the day that the LORD has made;

let us rejoice and be glad in it!




Ps. 118:24

Psalm


O Lord, our Sovereign,

how majestic is your name in all the earth!

You have set your glory above the heavens.

Out of the mouths of babes and infants

you have founded a bulwark because of your foes,

to silence the enemy and the avenger.

When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers,

the moon and the stars that you have established;

what are human beings

that you are mindful of them,

mortals

that you care for them?

Yet you have made them a little lower than God,

and crowned them with glory and honor.

O Lord, our Sovereign,

how majestic is your name in all the earth!




Ps. 8:1 – 5, 9


OR

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth.

Worship the Lord with gladness;

come into his presence with singing.

Know that the Lord is God.

It is he that made us, and we are his;

we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.

Enter his gates with thanksgiving,

and his courts with praise.

Give thanks to him, bless his name.

For the Lord is good;

his steadfast love endures forever,

and his faithfulness to all generations.




Ps. 100



OR

I lift up my eyes to the hills—

from where will my help come?

My help comes from the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

He will not let your foot be moved;

he who keeps you will not slumber.

He who keeps Israel

will neither slumber nor sleep.

The Lord is your keeper;

the Lord is your shade at your right hand.

The sun shall not strike you by day,

nor the moon by night.

The Lord will keep you from all evil;

he will keep your life.

The Lord will keep your going out and your coming in

from this time on and forevermore.




Ps. 121



OR

O Lord, it was you who formed my inward parts;

you knit me together in my mother’s womb.

I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.

Wonderful are your works; that I know very well.

My frame was not hidden from you,

when I was being made in secret,

intricately woven in the depths of the earth.

Your eyes beheld my unformed substance.

In your book were written all the days

that were formed for me,

when none of them as yet existed.




Ps. 139:13 – 16
Gloria Patri

Glory to the Father and to the Son

and to the Holy Spirit

as it was in the beginning and is now and always,

from everlasting to everlasting. Amen.

The antiphon is repeated.

5.
Questions or a pronouncement

Questions

P
Parents, what is the name that you have given to your child?


Answer:

NN (given names).

P
NN has been baptized and joined into the church. Parents and godparents, do you, together with the congregation, want to make sure that NN will be brought up in the Christian faith?


Answer (in unison):

I do.


OR

P
As the parent[s] of this child, you have given him/her the name NN (given names). Your child has been baptized and joined into the church. Parents and godparents, do you, together with the congregation, want to make sure that NN will be brought up in the Christian faith?


Answer (in unison):

I do.

Pronouncement

P
As the parent[s] of this child, you have given him/her the name NN (given names).


Your child has been baptized and joined into the church. As parent[s] and godparents, you are responsible together with the congregation to bring up NN in the Christian faith.

6.
Sign of the cross

While marking the forehead and chest of the child with signs of the cross, the pastor says:

Receive the holy sign of the cross on your forehead B and your chest B as a testimony that the crucified and risen Jesus Christ has redeemed you and called you to be his disciple.

The pastor continues:

God, in his grace, for the sake of his Son Jesus Christ, has released you from the power of sin, death and evil. May he give you strength every day to die to sin and live for Christ.

7.
Prayer

The call to prayer may be followed by a moment of silent prayer. The call to prayer and the amen may either be sung or said.

P
Let us pray.

1.
Almighty God,

you let you grace flood over us in baptism;

you release us from the power of sin, death and evil

and join us to Christ.

We thank you

for taking this child to be your own

and granting him/her your Holy Spirit.

Help him/her to believe in you

and live as your child and one day stand before your throne.

Hear us for the sake of our Savior Jesus Christ.

2.
God, our Father,

you give us life as a gift.

Thank you

for embracing this child in your care and protection.

Thank you for taking him/her into the covenant of grace in baptism,

a covenant that makes the love of Jesus real every step of the way.

Now this child is frail and weak;

be with him/her and carry him/her in your arms.

Light up his/her whole life.

Hear us for the sake of Jesus Christ.

C
Amen.

II
God’s Word

8.
Scripture reading

One or more of the following passages is read. Other Bible verses suited to the occasion or the time of the church year may also be read. In any case, the “Children’s Gospel” (Mark 10:13 – 16) is read last.
The reader announces the passage to be read.

A verse from a Psalm or some kind of music or a moment of silent meditation may follow as a response to the reading.



Isaiah 43:1

But now thus says the Lord, he who created you, O Jacob,

he who formed you, O Israel:

Do not fear, for I have redeemed you;

I have called you by name, you are mine.



Romans 6:3 – 4
Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.



Galatians 3:26 – 28
In Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith. As many of you as were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.



Titus 3:4 – 5
But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of any works of righteousness that we had done, but according to his mercy, through the water of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit.



1 Peter 3:20 – 21
In the ark a few, that is, eight persons, were saved through water. And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ.


Mark 10:13 – 16
People were bringing little children to him in order that he might touch them; and the disciples spoke sternly to them. But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to them, “Let the little children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs. Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will never enter it.” And he took them up in his arms, laid his hands on them, and blessed them.

9.
Short homily

10.
Hymn

Some other suitable music may be used in place of a hymn.

III
Verification

11.
The Great Commission


(the words of the institution of baptism)

P
Our Lord Jesus Christ himself has instituted holy baptism. He said to his disciples, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:18 – 20)

OR

P
Let us pray.


God, giver of life. You created water to make the earth fertile and to refresh and cleanse us. You saved Noah and his family in the ark. We thank you for giving us baptism to be our ark of salvation. Your people went from slavery in Egypt through the water into freedom. Your Son Jesus received baptism in the waters of the Jordan, and by his death and resurrection he freed us from the chains of sin and death. After he had risen from the dead he himself instituted holy baptism when he said to his disciples,



“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:18 – 20)


We pray for the one who has received the gift of new life; strengthen him/her with your Holy Spirit. When his/her journey finally comes to an end, take him/her into your eternal kingdom. Hear our prayers for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.

C
Amen.

*12.
Creed

The creed is said in unison.

The wording given here is used by Lutherans in North America. Other accepted versions may be used instead.

P
Let us confess our Christian faith together.

C
I believe in God,

the Father almighty,

Creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ,

his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again.


He ascended into heaven,


and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting.

*13.
Declaration

P
As a servant of God and his church I verify that NN (given names only) has been baptized in accordance with Christ’s command with water in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

The pastor then lays his/her hand on the child’s head. Parents and godparents may also do so.

P
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,


and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you.

C
Amen.

The pastor takes the baptismal candle and lights it from an altar candle or an Easter candle or some candle burning by the font. Then the pastor gives the lit candle to the parent(s) and says:

“Jesus says, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness but will have the light of life.” (John 8:12)
The pastor takes the child into his/her arms and says:

In holy baptism NN has become a member of Christ’s church and the congregation of X (name of local congregation). We take him/her and his/her home into our love and prayers. Jesus took a child in his arms and said, “Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me.” (Mark 9:37)
The pastor gives the child back to a parent or godparent.

14.
Hymn

Some other suitable music may be used in place of a hymn.

15.
Prayer of intercession

A prayer prepared beforehand with those participating in the service may be read instead of one of the prayers given here.

P
Let us pray.

1.
Almighty God, dear heavenly Father, we thank you for upholding and blessing your church. We also thank you for joining NN into your flock as well as giving him/her the grace of new birth and making him/her an inheritor of eternal life. We pray: protect him/her and let him/her grow in wisdom, age and grace. We thank you for the goodness you have shown to the parents. Give them a sense of responsibility; give them understanding and strength. Help the godparents also to love and support NN. Help all of us to live according to your will and to finally enter your glory to be with you. Hear us for the sake of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.

2.
God, almighty Father, we thank you for NN whom you have given to NN and NN. We praise you for taking him/her in baptism to be your own and a member of the congregation and an inheritor of eternal life. Bless NN every day of his/her life; send your holy angels to protect him/her from danger. Help his/her mother and father and grandparents and godparents to love and guide him/her according to your will. Nurture him/her with your word and grace in the fellowship of Christians. Preserve him/her in faith so that he/she would never reject you. Let him/her finally enter your glory to be with you. Hear our prayers for the sake of your Son Jesus Christ.

3.
Almighty, eternal God, you are the source of life. We thank you for the goodness you have shown to this family. Give the parents strength and love in raising their child. We thank you for having taken NN as your own in baptism. We pray: stay close to him/her and let your grace be his/her safeguard in life. Protect and strengthen him/her every day. Bless all members of this family; teach them to know you as the heavenly Father and to obey in life the counsel of your word. Help them to support each other and to maintain unity among themselves. Help the grandparents and godparents to fill their place for the benefit of this child. After this life is over, give all of us eternal life in a home in heaven. Hear our prayers for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.

4.

P
Our dear heavenly Father, we thank you for having taken NN to be your child and a member of the congregation and an inheritor of eternal life. Stay near to him/her always and let your grace and love be his/her safeguard in life.

The mother or father of the baptized child:


We thank you for our child. Give us parents love and wisdom to raise him/her according to your will. Take care of him/her all the days of his/her life. Make our home a place where we forgive and encourage one another. Help us in difficult situations to keep near to you and each other.

One of the godparents continues:


Help us godparents to fulfill our task so that our friendship with this child would grow and become strong. Help us to support this family in Christian upbringing and to seek your help together.

A sister or brother (if the baptized child has any) may continue:


Thank you for this little sister/brother. Thank you that we can grow together. Help us to keep a good relationship all our life.

A grandparent (if any are present) may continue:


I thank you for this grandchild. Thank you for letting us see the wonders of your creation in him/her. Protect him/her all of his/her days. Let us have moments of happiness and closeness and tenderness together. Be our strength and shield.

P
Heavenly Father, thank you for hearing our prayers. We entrust this child and ourselves in your care. Hear us for the sake of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.

If the child is continually ill:

5.
Almighty God, we thank you for taking this child into the covenant of baptism and surrounding him/her with your grace and love. You see the worry and fear that his/her parents have as illness and many unknowns burden the life of their child. We pray: stay near them, give them strength. Give them confidence to trust that the life of NN is in your hands. Send your holy angels to protect him/her, and let the whole family, the parents[, sisters and brothers, grandparents] and godparents to rest in your care. We thank you for every day that you give us. Help us to trust in the Savior’s grace and finally enter our home in heaven. This we ask in the name of your Son Jesus Christ.

When also blessing a (new) home:

6.
Holy God, we thank you for your gifts and your presence in all phases of life. Today we pray for NN who has been joined in baptism into your church. Bless him/her all the days of his/her life. Send your holy angels to protect him/her. Give the parents and godparents strength and wisdom in their tasks. Uphold all of us with your grace and guide us to finally be home with you in heaven.

Today we also thank you for this home.

Bless everyone who lives here and all who come to visit.

Help members of the family to love and serve each other.

Bless this home with your presence, O triune God,

Father (B), Son and Holy Spirit.

C
Amen.

16.
Lord’s prayer

The Lord’s prayer is said in unison.

C
Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours

now and for ever.

Amen.

IV
Conclusion

17.
Benediction

The benediction may be said or sung.

P
The Lord bless you and keep you;

the Lord make his face shine upon you,

and be gracious to you:

The Lord lift up his countenance upon you,

and give you peace.

In the name of the Father, and of the B Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C
Amen.

18.
Hymn

After the hymn the pastor distributes the certificate of baptism and certificates to godparents and invites everyone to a Sunday service in which the baptism is announced and prayers are made for the child and the parents and godparents.

